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TAGS: PINS, CL SW 

SUB J : SWEDES TO TAKE COMPROMISE POSITION ON CHILEAN IMMIGRATION 

REF: 77 STOCKHOLM 4224 

1 . IN A SWEDISH NEWS AGENCY (TT) INTERVIEW PUBLISHED JANUARY 9, 
SWEDISH MINISTER FOR FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND IMMIGRATION OLA 
ULLSTEN DECLARED THAT GOS HAS NO INTENTION OF ADOPTING A VISA 
REQUIREMENT FOR CHILEANS WISHING TO TRAVEL TO SWEDEN. RUMORS 
HAD BEEN CIRCULATING THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS ABOUT TO ADOPT 
SUCH A MEASURE. 

2. ULLSTEN REFUSED, HOWEVER, TO ACCEPT DEMANDS FROM THE LOCAL 
CHILE COMMITTEE, WHICH HAS JUST CONCLUDED ITS FIFTH CONGRESS, 

TO REFRAIN FROM MAKING CHANGES IN CURRENT PROCEDURES WHICH 
WOULD COMPROMISE THE RIGHTS OF CHILEANS CLAIMING POLITICAL 
PERSECUTION TO RECEIVE POLITICAL EXILE IN SWEDEN. ULLSTEN 
REITERATED GOS POSITION THAT THE NEED TO GIVE PRIORITY TO THE 
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POLITICALLY PERSECUTED REQUIRES THE DENIAL OF APPLICATIONS TO 
STAY MADE BY CHILEANS WHOM GOS DEEMS NOT TO BE GENUINE REFUGEES. 
THE CHILE COMMITTEE APPEAL WAS MOTIVATED BY CASE OF SEVEN 
CHILEANS WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM HAD BEEN REJECTED BY 
SWEDISH IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES LAST SEPTEMBER AND HAVE NOW 
APPEALED TO THE GOVERNMENT (MINISTERIAL COUNCIL) FOR A FINAL 
REVIEW. A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CHILE COMMITTEE ESTIMATES THAT 
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SEVERAL HUNDRED REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM ARE NOW AWAITING ACTION 
BY IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES. 

3. COMMENT: THE DEMAND FOR A VISA REQUIREMENT FOR CHILEANS 
WE UNDERSTAND. WAS FIRST MADE BY OFFICIALS OF THE STATE 
IMMIGRATION BOARD, WHO FELT THAT MANY CHILEANS WHO ARE NOT 
POLITICALLY PERSECUTED COME TO SWEDEN FOR ECONOMIC REASONS 
AND RELY ON OFFICIAL GOOD WILL TOWARD CHILEANS TO HAVE THEIR 
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED. GOS HAS IN THE PAST DIFFERED WITH CHILE 
COMMITTEE ON WHETHER OR NOT INDIVIDUALS REPRESENTING THEM- 
SELVES AS REFUGEES WERE IN FACT SUCH AND BEGAN TO DENY 
RESIDENCY APPLICATIONS LAST SEPTEMBER. 

KENNEDY -MINOTT 
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